REPORT TO THE SHOOTING COUNCIL JULY 2008
Graham Pound
Graham Pound has accepted the offer of the position of Vice-President of the
Association, which was agreed by the Council at the March meeting.
Ingrun Shean
The Association’s Membership Officer, Ingrun Shean, went to hospital with a
suspected minor stroke on 24th April, but was rapidly diagnosed as having other
major problems. Courses of treatment were in hand, but sadly she died, peacefully,
on 16th July. The funeral was held yesterday at Woking, attended by a number of
members of the staff and the Board. The Association provided facilities and
refreshments at the Centre for those attending the funeral.

SHOOTING MATTERS
National Meetings
Two National Meetings have been held since the previous Council meeting – the 50
metre International Rifle Championships in mid June and the Scottish Rifle Meeting
at Dumfries.
In the case of the former, there was a substantial increase in the number of entries,
from 100 in 2007 to 158 this year. It is clear that part of the increase can be put
down to the activities of various squads run by the Home Countries and the NSRA’s
own Junior Squad, but there are quite possibly other reasons as well.
On the other hand the number of entrants for the Scottish Meeting at Dumfries was
232, a fall of 70 compared with the 2007 meeting at Lauder.
The number of entries for the Bisley Rifle Meeting is approaching 800 and is
currently about 40 lower than last year’s final figure.
Dates for 2009 so far agreed are:
20 – 22 February
British Airgun Championships
4 – 10 July
Scottish Rifle Meeting, Forres
15 – 23 August
Bisley Rifle Meeting
International Matches
The circuit of international matches in Europe has continued to be supported by
shooters selected either by British Shooting and/or the Home Countries. These have
resulted in a number of successes and good performances. In particular:
World Cups, Beijing, Munich and
Milan
Neil Stirton won the Men’s Prone Rifle
Silver Medal in Munich, and in the
process set one British National and
three British International Records. Ken
Parr equalled the British Junior Men’s
Prone Record at Munich and the Junior
3x40 Record at Milan.

European Junior Championships,
Pilsen, CZE
The Junior Women’s Prone Rifle team of Kay
Copland, Sheree Cox and Nikki Sammels won
the Silver Medal, only losing out on the Gold on
countback.
Olympic Shooting Hopes, Pilsen, CZE
The same team shot in the Prone Rifle event at
the Olympic Hopes Match, held at Pilsen a
month earlier. Their score of 1770 won the competition and set a new British
Record, which is two points higher than the equivalent record for Senior Women.
Another record was set by the Junior Women’s team in the Air Rifle event.
Team GB for Beijing
The British Olympic Association accepted the recommendations of British Shooting in
selecting the shooters to compete in Beijing next month. The Men’s Prone Rifle
Quota Place will be filled by Jonathan Hammond, who won it at the 2007 European
Championships. Jon will also shoot in the 3x40 and Air Rifle events, for which he
holds the relevant Olympic MQSs.
The shotgun members of Team GB are Richard Faulds (currently ranked World No. 1,
and won three World Cup medals and equalled the World Record this year; also
Olympic Champion in 2000), Steve Scott (current European Champion), Elena Little
(joint World Record holder) and Charlotte Kerwood.
National Indoor Shooting Centre,
Aldersley
NISC is now operational on all ranges
although the outdoor range still
needs additional tubes in the ground
for all firing points and all distances.
Discussions are ongoing with clubs
on access arrangements out of
normal hours.

Youth Proficiency Scheme
Work has been completed on the revision of the YPS air rifle manuals, including the
new supplement for 3P air rifle. They have already been sent to all YPS Tutor
Trainers. The Coaching and Development will be meeting next month to consider
some remaining issues relating to the course for training new YPS Tutors.
Use of MOD Ranges
There has been much publicity recently within full-bore shooting circles about the
future need for certificates of competency for individual shooters on MOD ranges.
Initial expectations were that small-bore clubs shooting on MOD facilities would also
be caught by this requirement and preliminary work had started on preparing
guidance for NSRA clubs on how to meet this need.

It has now been confirmed that the arrangements will not extend to small-bore
shooters. However a spin-off from the work done is that the NSRA will be able to
provide guidance on the format of a course of safety instruction for Probationary
Members, as required under the criteria for Home Office Approval of clubs.
WADA

British Shooting announced this week that as the National Governing Body for

shooting recognised by the ISSF, International Olympic Committee. BOA and UK
Sport, it has signed up to the new World Anti-Doping arrangements. In doing so the
NSRA is also covered, being a member of British Shooting. The effect of this on
NSRA activities is being investigated, particularly in relation to the drug declarations
currently signed by competitors at NSRA National Meetings.
Linatex
Linatex is now available from the NSRA Shop in small quantities at a price of £80 per
linear metre.

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Staffing
Membership Services has been hit with staffing difficulties. In addition to the loss of
Ingrun Shean, Jenny Page broke her hip at the end of March, the weekend of the
previous Council meeting. She has not yet been able to return to work, although she
is expected back next month. These two absences have meant that the department
has been considerably stretched in recent months.
NSRA Website
The absence of Jenny Page has inevitably slowed down progress on the development
and expansion of the NSRA website. In particular it has not been possible to finalise
and launch the Council forum area discussed at the last Council meeting. However it
remains a high priority.
Clive Garnham has had discussions with representatives of NSRA Ltd on the plans for
enhancing website coverage for their activities, including the Centre as a venue for
shooting and for non-shooting events, the retail shop and the wholesale activities.
The latter includes the supply of shooting goods to the retail trade following the
recent acquisition of Gehmann UK.
NATSS
The round of regional forums was completed in April and subsequently reports on
the forums have been made available on the websites of the NSRA, NRA and CPSA.
The latest Press Release was issued earlier this week and a copy is attached at the
end of this report.
Sport England Initiative
Sport England launched its new strategy in June 2008 aimed at creating a world
class community sport system in England. As part of this strategy, Sport England is
looking to work with National Governing Bodies for the period 2009-2013 to achieve
three broad outcomes under the headings of Excel, Sustain and Grow. The sport of
shooting is one of the 46 sports categorized as being eligible to apply for funding
under this programme.

In consultation with Sport England, NSRA is now in the process of developing a
submission that addresses NSRA’s own strategies that match Sport England’s
strategies. The submission is required by Sport England by the end of August and
they will decide in December on the funding that they will award to the various
NGBs.
However in order to comply with Sport England’s wishes to receive just one
submission from the sport of Shooting, NSRA’s submission will be merged with the
plans of NRA and CPSA, and just the one plan submitted to Sport England.
Whilst there will be some common outcomes, there will no doubt be outcomes that
are specific to each of the three organizations. An analogy is one submission from
Aquatics that incorporates swimming, diving, water polo, synchronized swimming,
etc where each of those disciplines would be looking to achieve their own outcomes.
Home Office Guidance to the Police
The British Shooting Sports Council in being involved by the Home Office in the
revision of the Home Office’s Guidance to the Police on firearms matters. Geoff Doe
is one of the BSSC Representatives who will be involved in this work.
Shooting Club Directory
In recent years Blaze Publishing (Target Sports and other shooting titles) has
produced a directory of clubs. Past sponsors have included the NRA and BASC, but
the NSRA had not been invited to participate in sufficient time for things to be sorted
out. This was raised with Blaze last year and for the 2008/9 edition we were
approached sufficiently early for the decision to be made and material to be
prepared.
As a sponsor the NSRA receives a supply of the directories. A copy will be given to
every new individual member of the Association and for other promotional purposes.
A copy is available for any Council Member who has not already received a copy via
another route. It was distributed earlier this week with the August edition of Target
Sports.
The directory includes details of many NSRA-affiliated clubs, but these are supplied
direct to Blaze Publishing by the club, not by the NSRA.
CLA Game Fair
The CLA Game Fair is being held this weekend at Blenheim Palace. In recent years
the NRA has had a presence to promote its activities. This year the NSRA has been
able to take up an offer from the NRA to share their stand.

